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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 665  

By  Herron 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Union University 

Professor Dr. Hal Poe on receiving a 2009 
Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers 
Association. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those 

scholars who, through their extraordinary commitment to research and the craft of writing, have 

helped to preserve and illuminate the literary tradition that forms such an important part of our 

cultural heritage; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Hal Poe is one such estimable individual; a Professor at Union 

University and distant cousin of the author Edgar Allan Poe, Dr. Poe received the 2009 Best 

Critical/Biographical Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers Association (MWA) at their sixty-

third Gala Banquet, held April 30, 2009, in New York City; and 

 WHEREAS, his award winning book, Edgar Allan Poe:  An Illustrated Companion to His 

Tell-Tale Stories, includes a wealth of rare documents, correspondence, photographs, and 

illustrations, all of which draw readers into the compelling story of one of nineteenth-century 

America’s most interesting and talented literary figures; and 

 WHEREAS, over the course of a year, sixty-eight Edgar Award judges considered over a 

thousand books and five hundred short stories, as well as various television programs, plays, 

and films; that Dr. Poe’s work won out in such a rigorous judging process is a testament indeed 

to the quality of his research and the richness of its presentation; and 

 WHEREAS, in addition, the Mystery Writers Association celebrates the two-hundredth 

anniversary of Edgar Allan Poe’s birth in 2009; in the words of MWA Executive Vice-President 

Frankie Bailey, “It is completely fitting that one of Mr. Poe’s descendents should be nominated 

for an award that bears his name”; and 
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 WHEREAS, as is to be expected in the case of such an accomplished scholar, Dr. Hal 

Poe devotes an enormous amount of his life to the study of his subject; the effort to complete 

his recent biographical work on a literary kinsman aside, Dr. Poe also serves as the President of 

the Poe Museum in Richmond, Virginia; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Poe was instrumental in a recent effort to find a place for Edgar Allan 

Poe in Westminster Abbey’s Poet’s Corner; the research Dr. Poe conducted in the course of this 

effort focused primarily on the writer’s spiritual experience, and much of this work was included 

in the Edgar-Award-winning biography; and 

 WHEREAS, the integrity and vitality of our society and its cultural expressions depend, 

in great measure, on a thorough understanding of the nation’s major figures of art and literature 

and the works they created; research and scholarship on the lives of America’s great authors is 

of the utmost importance to the preservation and extension of our cultural heritage; and 

 WHEREAS, thanks to the work of individuals like Dr. Hal Poe, our understanding and 

appreciation of this heritage will continue to deepen, and for his prodigious efforts in the study of 

an iconic American writer, Dr. Poe should be duly recognized; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and congratulate Union University Professor Dr. Hal Poe 

on receiving the 2009 Best Critical/Biographical Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers 

Association and extend to him our best wishes for every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


